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Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 DOHA 01396 I80924Z 
ACTION EB-07 

INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 AF-08 ARA-10 EA-09 EUR-12 NEA-IO FEA-OI 
ERDA-07 AID-05 CEA-01 CIAE-00 CIEP-02 COME-00 DODE-00 
FPC-01 H-02 INR-07 INT-05 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 OMB-OI 
PM-04 OES-06 SP-02 SS-15 STR-04 TRSE-00 ACDA-10 
NSCE-00 SSO-00 INRE-00 PA-02 PRS-OI /I41 W 

055500 /21 

O R I80740Z DEC 76 

FM AMEMBASSY DOHA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 2125 

INFO USIA WASHDC 

AMEMBASSY ABU DHABI 

AMEMBASSY ALGIERS 

USINT BAGHDAD 

AMEMBASSY BONN 

AMEMBASSY BRASILIA 

AMEMBASSY CARACAS 

AMEMBASSY JAKARTA 

AMEMBASSY JIDDA 

AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 

AMEMBASSY LAGOS 

AMEMBASSY LIBREVILLE 

AMEMBASSY LONDON 

AMEMBASSY MANAMA 

AMEMBASSY MUSCAT 

AMEMBASSY PARIS 

AMEMBASSY QUITO 

AMEMBASSY ROME 

AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 

AMEMBASSY TOKYO 

AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI 

AMEMBASSY VIENNA 

UNCLAS DOHA 1396 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 DOHA 01396 180924Z 
TAGS: ENRG, OPEC, QA 

SUBJ: AFTERMATH OF OPEC MINISTERIAL MEETING 

1. NOT SURPRISINGLY, VISITING OPEC MINISTERS AND THEIR DELEGATIONS 
LOST LITTLE TIME YESTERDAY AFTERNOON AND EARLY EVENING IN 
DEPARTING DOHA. IN THE FINAL INTERVIEWS AND DEPARTURE STATEMENTS 
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GIVEN BY MANY, A FAIRLY COMMON REFRAIN WAS THAT OPEC SOLIDARITY 
HAD NOT BEEN AFFECTED BY OUTCOME OF MEETING. PRINCIPLE EXCEPTIONS 
WERE IRANIAN AND IRAQI MINISTERS WHO EXPRESSED SOME BITTERNESS 
OVER SAUDI ACTIONS AND ITS ACTUAL OR POTENTIAL DAMAGING IMPACT 
ON OPEC. 

2. SAUDI AND UAE STATEMENTS REPEATEDLY STRESSED LINKAGE BETWEEN 
THEIR MODERATION AND THE REQUIREMENT FOR PROGRESS IN CIEC 
AND IN RESOLVING ARAB-ISRAELI PROBLEM. YAMANI WAS FAR MORE 
EXPLICIT THAN OTAYBAH IN STATING HIS COUNTRY'S INTENTIONS 
REGARDING PRODUCTION LEVELS AND IN PREDICTING THE OUTCOME. 

BOTH MENTIONED THE SOVEREIGN RIGHT OF INDIVIDUAL OIL PRODUCERS 
TO SET THEIR OWN PRICES, BUT ONLY YAMANI FLATLY PREDICTED THAT 
TWO TIER PRICE SYSTEM WOULD FAIL. YAMANI WAS ALSO BLUNT IN HIS 
EXPLANATION OF WHY IT WOULD FAIL - SAUDI ARABIA WOULD LIFT 
PRODUCTION CEILING AND MIGHT EVEN IMBARK ON CRASH PROGRAM TO 
SIGNIFICANTLY EXPAND CURRENT SAUDI CAPACITY OF 1 1.8 MILLION 
B/D. 

PAGANELLI 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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